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November 30, 40Q9: 

Phil R~tp.erforQ 

UNiTEO STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
'REGION IX 

75 Hawthorne Street . , . 
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901 

FX-6 Personal Privacy 

Dear Community M;~m.ber: 

In Dec.ember ~008, an BP A fact sh~er. announced the availability t>f the Technical Assistance 
Services for .ComJ:UUoitj~$. (TA~C) prograp1 for its work at .the Santa Susana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL} .. The TASC is furi~ed arid m~naged under a national EPA ·contract, and provides an 
indepen<l:ent eriviro~ental exp~rt to assi~t ~he ~p;µn:iunity to · understand EPA 's work and 
pro~ide.input in!o tl):¢ process. 

Initially, two groups .maQ~ f.ormal expressions of interest in receiving TASC services, followed 
later by a third ·group .. Tl)rough numer~us discussi9ns with various active members of the 
community, ~PA leameg th.at there w~ opposition to T ASC.. . 

On.May 27, 2Q09, a T ASC inform~tional meeting was attended by a TASC.contractor and many 
corQrilµnlty rri,~mbets who expressed strongly-held opposing viewp~ints. While' some attendees 
supported tASC ' ru1d wanted to receive ·tASC services, others were opposed to TASC being · 
made.~va~lable t!) apygroup. 

. ..·.· \ " ,. · . . "::" · ' . , , , '• 

Som~. ~tt~n9_ees q~,~stigi1~4 thf .. Ti\Sf ,Prt>gr™1)'~ abi.\ity to fipq an !Ilq~pend¢nt tec~cal ~dvisor 
s~ffici~n!~~ qll~IJP¥.~ °t,R} 1JJ~'ef:.}.~e;: ~~~!~ J~:clmi?al ra:~i9lo~j'~.a~ ·o?-f~~#.t~: ?~ers. claimed that 
the· ex1s,tmg SSfl;; In,~yr~g~ncy \Yp.rkgrc;up was .sufficient t~. meet (lie1r. ~eeds and .protested the 
additi~.n~i ni~e(ings $e~(~p~l~':~.~.v~Jp. .. ~tten.d. SQm~ ~¢re phncerned. tv.a~ JASC would not be 
focuieg 6n EPA,'s. 'wqfk '::bi.it ·. on. 1ong:.clebated sources: . of the· c>riginal. contamination and 
challenge~ ·~bout cl~i)ned past healtjl impacts. . . 

EPA speht . corts.idera6l~ ~tiili,e ,:ton~i~~ring. all of iue comments received at the informational 
. . meeting, and· J~o1,1gp. Ph<?#.~ cal.I.s. .. arid Aif~ct ~pnve~satiqns. BP A attempted to find a process to 

provide_ TA.SC services that\vas iricly$,jy¢ ·of vario11~ perspectives w~l,le addressing concerns. . . 
B~sed on.. sigpific~t; ~pp9si~i9~jp .TA~9, .EPA Regiol) JX. h?5 .dectq~d· r.w~ · to provide TASC 
ser:vi·ces for its radiolq~~~! s:ui:VeY w~~k at the SSFL,' at the p~esent tim~ .. E~A remains open to . 
prpvtding TAS.C:, sei:vic.es-j( an· appfopna:te process can be established or potentially folded into 
the .pi,1blic P<\h~cipatfon · efforts. 9f the State ag~n~y that lias lt:~d responsibility for the cleanup, . 
DTSC. . 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.qavid@epa.gov. 

Sincerely,'' . ~ . 

$:r~ 
David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 




